
WHO ARE THE ENGLISH DEFENCE 
LEAGUE?

The English Defence League (EDL) is a far-
right movement which opposes what it 
considers to be a spread of Islamism, Sharia 
Law and Islamic extremism in England. 
Since its foundation the principal activity of 
the EDL has been street demonstrations. In 
the main these have involved counter 
demonstrations, violence and frequent 
arrests.

The EDL has separate Jewish, youth, and women's (the EDL 
angels) divisions, and claims to also have Pakistani, Christian and 
LGBT divisions.

Roberta Moore, Leader of the 
Jewish division of the EDL, 
resigned over the presence of 
alleged neo-fascists in the 
administration of the EDL in 2011. 
EDL membership figures are not 
clear.  “There is no official 
membership card, or fees/subs as 
such". The EDL leadership has 
estimated that the EDL has 
100,000 members. A research group has given a lower figure of 
25,000 to 35,000 members.

WHAT DO THEY BELIEVE?

The EDL claim that they exist solely to resist Muslim 
fundamentalism, specifically Sharia Law. Sharia Law is a system of 
law based on the Qur'an and the word of Muhammed.   Among 
other things it incorporates crime, politics, fasting, prayer and 
sexual intercourse.  



The EDL's mission statement claims they have 4 main aims: 

-Human Rights: Protecting and promoting 
human rights
-Democracy: Promoting democracy and 
the rule of law by opposing Sharia
-Public education: Ensuring that the public 
get a balanced picture of Islam
-Respecting tradition: Promoting the 
traditions and culture of England while at 
the same time being open to embrace the 
best that other cultures can ffer
-International outlook: Working in solidarity 
with others around the world

WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?

The EDL originated from a group known as the "United Peoples of 
Luton” in 2009.  This was a response to several Islamic groups 
condemning the war in Afghanistan. The EDL evolved from the 
football casuals subculture and is loosely organised around figures 
in hooligan firms. When the Luton counter-demonstration led to 
arrests, local football supporters, using social networking websites, 
collaborated with other football casual groups, including those 
associated with hooliganism.  Tommy Robinson (co-founder) and 
Alan Lake (financier) are the main driving force behind the direction 
of the EDL, with hundreds of others taking to the streets on their 
demonstrations.

In November 2011, the EDL 
formed an alliance with an 
offshoot of the BNP, known as 
the British Freedom Party, under 
which EDL members would be 
invited to join and stand as 
candidates in elections. 
The more militant end of the 



EDL formed the “Infidels”, who mainly take to the streets.  

The EDL is connected to many far-right groups.  In a recent 
statement from the leader of the Infidels, John "Snowy" Shaw, 
extended legitimate targets beyond those connected to Sharia law, 
to include anti-cuts activists and Trade Unions.  He stated: "We 
have decided to put all our efforts into opposing everything you do 
regardless of the issue at hand, it's your organisations we oppose." 
He adds: "Every event you hold will be a potential target along with 
your meetings, fund raisers and social events."  In keeping with this 
threat, they have attacked stalls, benefit gigs, meetings, and several 
sites of the “Occupy” movement.   A march of female asylum 
seekers was also the target of their hate.  The North West Infidels 
are anti-semetic and also openly welcome Nazi support.  They 
describe themselves as “patriots, loyalists and nationalists”.  There 
is a large amount of in-fighting between the NWI and the EDL.

Another group on the far right largely 
connected to the EDL is the March for 
England.  The MfE is both an event 
and an organisation. Although the 
annual march in Brighton is the main 
public event organised by the group, 
their banners can be found at many 
other right wing protests across the 
country. MfE’s central claim regarding 

the Brighton march is that it is “a harmless family day out”. 

 MfE membership overlaps significantly 
with other groups such as the English 
Defence League English Nationalist 
Alliance, Stop Islamification of Europe 
and Casuals United. Their focus is on a 
sense of English rather than British 
identity, and opposition to Islam. They 
have also recently started to get excited 
about a possible war with Argentina. 
They are best understood as a far-right splinter group, part of the 
‘counter-jihad’ movement currently on the rise in Europe. Of course 



the counter-jihad’s most famous exponent to date is Anders Breivik, 
the Norwegian mass-murderer.

Although the MfE claim to simply be patriots – what they mean by 
‘English values’ swiftly degenerates into racism, specifically 
(although not limited to) anti-muslim statements. They conflate the 
activities of a tiny minority of pro-sharia law activists with the entire 
Muslim population. The word ‘muzzie’ , the modern day version of 
‘paki’ is never far from the discussion on their forums or facebook 
profiles. During their last outing in Brighton the MfE openly 
displayed English Defence League flags and chanted “Allah is a 
paedo” – a nonsensical and offensive slogan. The display of a pink 
LGBT union flag notwithstanding they also directed homophobic 
abuse at passers-by. 

Anti-fascists successfully took to the streets this year to oppose the 
MfE and in response to this, the group attempted to march again on 
the Queen's Jubilee.  Once again, they were met with opposition 
and the police surrounded them for their protection.

HOW DOES THIS 
COMPARE TO EUROPE?

As history has shown, many times (and not 
just in the case of Nazi Germany), fascism 
and the right flourish in times of austerity 
and recession.  This is being clearly played 
out today with the rise of the “Golden Dawn” party in Greece, (who 
describe themselves as “uncompromising nationalists”).

 After a fiercely anti-immigration 
campaign they have quickly grown 
from a small regional group to securing 
7% of the vote in the May elections. 
This has given them 21 seats in 
parliament, and they even have 20% of 
the vote in some areas of Athens 
where a lot of migrants live.  The rise 
of the group has led to an increase in street based anti-fascism to 



defend districts of Athens.  On national television a spokes person 
for Golden Dawn was recently attacked with yogurt.

The situation in football 
stadiums in Poland and 
Ukraine, has also escalated, 
with supporters openly 
sporting white supremacist 
logos (celtic cross), and 
swastikas.  Fans do mass 
fascist salutes, and chant anti-
semetic slogans and players 
are beaten based on the 
colour of their skin.  For Euro 

2012 many players families stayed away and fans were warned 
about the level of racist hatred.   In Łódź  “White Legion” a fascist 
group dedicated to physical violence has a huge graffiti mural in the 
train station.  In 2010 there were 133 “serious hate crimes” in Polish 
stadiums.    In the Ukraine the “sieg heil” in the “Metalist” stadium is 
conducted by all ages and genders, sometimes of up to 2,000 
people.  This is publicly accepted.  UAEFA did little to deal with 
these issues before the Euro 2012 championships.

The connections between the DDL 
(Danish Defence League) and EDL 
have also recently been in the main 
stream press, with the high profile 
case of Anders Brevik, whose 
writings clearly stated his admiration 
for the EDL.  According to the 
Institute of Race Relations, One of 
the largest police presences in recent Danish history was ready and 

waiting when extreme-right and 
Islamophobic groups from all over Europe 
met on 31st March in Denmark’s second 
largest city, Aarhus, to demonstrate against 
Islam. 

The organisers had planned several days of 
meetings ending with a demonstration. The 
DDL and EDL had hoped for up to 2,000 



participants. In fact, against all the organisers’ hype and hope, when 
the demonstration against Islam was at its largest there were no 
more than a couple of hundred people present. However, 5,000 
people took to the streets in a counter demonstration.

Like the EDL, the DDL distance themselves publicly from being anti-
Islamic.  However, the DDL’s Facebook profile holds photos with 
anti-Muslim messages, including a photo of a nuclear mushroom 
cloud with the text: “Some forms of cancer need to be treated with 
the proper radiation – Islam is one of them.” This association was 
also made by Danish People Party’s member of Parliament, Louise 
Frevert, on her website.  

Researchers at Hope Not 
Hate (an anti-racist monitoring 
group) name the UK as one of 
Europe's most active 
countries in terms of 'counter-
jihad' extremism, with 22 anti-
Islamic groups currently 
operating.  In Europe as a 
whole, 133 organisations 
were named in their, including 
seven in Norway, and another 
47 in the US, where a network of neo-conservative, evangelical and 
conservative organisations attempts to spread "negative 
perceptions of Islam, Muslim minorities and Islamic culture".

These are just some of many possible examples.  They have been 
chosen to show the extent and speed with which fascism can take 
hold. 

Fascism, racism, and 
fundamentalism flourish in 
times of economic hardship. 
As the Tory government 
attack the “welfare state”, 
and specifically the working 
class, the victim-mentality 
encouraged by Enoch Powell 
in his infamous “Rivers of 
Blood Speech”, and 



promoted by Thatcher, has led to groups such as the EDL to scape 
goat immigration as 'the problem'.  English culture and “freedoms”, 
the argument goes, are at risk due to Islamic fundamentalism and a 
betrayal by the government to protect and celebrate British life.  The 
Internet and the mainstream press enable the dissemination of 
these racist views and social networking sites such as Facebook 
have led to groups doing much international networking.  

The government and nationalism IS the problem.  Stop the EDL 
from making these false connections.  Let's show them and the 
state that we will not tolerate facism and its rhetoric in our city.

MYTH BUSTING AND THE EDL

The English Defence League claim to be a peaceful, non racist 
organisation BUT...

− During their Leceister demo in 2010, there was multiple 
clashes with black and asian youths around the city, they also 
attacked 'non-British' restaraunts.

− In their Dudley outing in the same year, the EDL caused an 
estimated £500,000 worth of damage. Amongst their targets 
were residential homes, cars and a Hindu temple.

− In Plymouth in 2011, a group chanting 'EDL' amongst a torrent 
of racist abuse attacked a family-run restaurant. The terrified 
Kurdish occupants had to barricade themselves in to stop 
them from gaining entry

These are just a few examples of how the EDL's actions differ  
radically from their stated policies. Actions speak louder than 
words and the group have shown time and time again that their  

description of themselves 
as anti-racist is nothing but  
a sick joke.

The EDL “Angels” (the 
women's division) and the 
“LGBT” division claim to 
promote equality and 
challenge discrimination, 



BUT....

The EDL are not just about opposing Sharia law.  They do not care 
about women's rights, or challenging homophobia. The EDL's 
womens division, “The Angels” are sometimes used by the EDL to 
be a more acceptable public face of the organisation for example 
delivering petitions to David Cameron.  However, despite the EDL's 
pathetic pandering to gender stereotypes, the women in the Angels 
are just as racist and keen for a fight as the men within the group. 
Hel Gower, PA to the EDL's leaders and head of its admin team is 
well known for her fascist sympathies, publicly supporting both the 
BNP and the British First Party (also known as “November 9th 

Society”, a neo-nazi party set up in 1977 who ran 2 electoral 
candidates in the North in 2007). 

The EDL's former South West deputy 
organiser Hayley Wels was convicted of 
racially aggravated assault after 
attacking a kebab shop in Plymouth. 
(see “The EDL say they are not violent 
but.........”).  Charlotte Davies was 
convicted of racially aggravated criminal 
damage after writing racist slogans on a 
mosque in Hartleypool and 2 other shops 
in County Durham, as well as 
encouraging others to leave a pigs head 
outside a mosque.  Tracey Manning from Halifax was jailed for 9 
months after glassing a pub landlord who asked her to leave when 
she was drunkenly chanting EDL slogans.

After “Angel” Joanne Dickens was attacked during 
the EDL demo in Tower Hamlets on-line trollers 
such as Spiked Online and the Daily Torygraph 
claimed that the “anti-EDL clique” was fuelled by 
class-hatred.  The EDL championed her as a 
heroine of the 'counter-Jihadist' movement. 
However it was then embarrassed when her racist 
views came out online, as well as images of the 

white supremacist tatoo she has on her chest.  We will reiterate our 



point again:  resistance to the EDL is NOT about class hatred.  It is 
about resisting fascism and racism in all its forms.

The EDL are planning to march 
in Bristol on the 14th of July, the 
same day as Bristol Pride, a 
large celebration of LGBTQI 
(Lesbian Gay Trans Queer 
Intersex) culture. A quick look 
at their forum clearly reveals 
how homophobic many 
“members” are.  They publicly 
reject Sharia law and 
“Islamism” in the name of 
promoting “gay rights”, whilst 

welcoming the hate-filled preacher Terry Jones (author of “Islam Is 
of the Devil” and famous Qur'an burner) into the UK.  Terry Jones 
has worked with  Westboro Baptists who interrupt the funerals of 
soldiers because they believe this is god's punishment for 
“tolerating” homosexuality, and has organised many homophobic 
protests in the US.  

The EDL released a 
statement recently 
highlighting their motivations 
for marching on the same 
day as “Pride” in Bristol. The 
EDL claim that they are not 
coming to Bristol to 
specifically target the Somali 
community. A recent 
statement claims  “we have a 
growing and well-supported 
division of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender people among 
our members who march with us under an LGBT banner.”  They 
claim they will even have a trans speaker on the Bristol demo. 



In their “statement” they clumsily use the 
recent exposure of the paedophile ring in 
Rochdale as a smokescreen to hide their 
own bigoted politics behind.  They claim 
they always have “openly gay” and 
Muslim people on their demo's.  Anyone 
who has taken to the streets to oppose 
the EDL will know that this is not the 
case.    

The English Defence League claim 
they have nothing to do with the 
BNP and are a clean break from 
the usual faces of the British far-
right, BUT...

− Co-founders Stephen Yaxley-
Lennon (aka Tommy Robinson) 
and Kevin Carroll are ex-BNP 
members. Carroll in particular 
was very keen to stand as a BNP candidate and was also an 
activist in openly neo-Nazi nutters November 9th Society.

− One of the main EDL organisers in the North-east, Alan 
Spence, contested the Kenton ward on Newcastle City Council 
with the BNP. Luckily he came in last!

− The EDL have now officially alligned themselves with the 
British Freedom Party, who split away from the BNP in 2010. 
The ironically named Freedom Party clearly haven't split from 
the BNP's fascist policies, including open support for the death 
penalty. 

− At least one of their marches was heavily promoted on the 
fascist and white supremacist website “Stormfront”.  

WHAT CAN I DO?



LOCAL
Take action on the 14th of July.  Come and stop the EDL from 
marching in our town.  Show them that they are not welcome here. 
Let's get organised and give them the welcome they deserve.  We 
want to use this demonstration as an opportunity for building links 
across communities, to empower ourselves to resist the EDL.   We 
believe in class struggle based on a rejection of capitalism, bosses 
and the government.  These are the real enemies that the EDL and 
other right wing groups ignore.  Let's get organised! Get involved in 
the antifascist network and defend ourselves against the EDL.

bristolantifascists@riseup.net

NATIONAL
An Anti-Fascist Network is being built by 
independent and grassroots groups 
seeking to working together against the 
rise of fascism in our communities.

Over the last year alone, the English 
Defence League (EDL) have held as 
many as 20 marches or static protests 
and attempted to disrupt anti-racist 
meetings and benefit gigs. Anti-fascists 
have opposed the EDL wherever they go 
and continue to shut down BNP meetings, but we should be more 
effective. The aim of the Anti-Fascist Network is to support local 
actions, ensuring that anti-fascists are never outnumbered, join 
together to counter regional and national EDL events, share 
resources and provide legal support.

The Anti-Fascist Network is not about telling people how to 
campaign in their areas, what type of anti-fascist activity they 
should undertake or what political analysis they should adopt. We 
simply want to cooperate to defeat fascism and organised racism.

The Anti-Fascist Network is non-hierarchical, will never work with 
the police and is not affiliated to any political party.

Brighton Anti-Fascists, Portsmouth Anarchists, Plymouth Antifa, 
Welsh Antifa, 3 Counties Anti-Fascist Alliance , Liverpool Anti-
Fascists, Wessex Solidarity, Bristol Antifascists Nottingham 

mailto:bristolantifascists@riseup.net


Antifascists and ALARM ask you to join us and become part of the
Anti-Fascist Network.

Subscribe to our news list by sending a blank email to:
antifascistnews-subscribe@lists.riseup.net

www.antifascistnetwork.wordpress.com


